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rape. If this is not evil, then evil has no mean-
ing. 

And tonight I have a message for the brave 
and oppressed people of Iraq: Your enemy 
is not surrounding your country; your enemy 
is ruling your country. And the day he and 
his regime are removed from power will be 
the day of your liberation. 

The world has waited 12 years for Iraq to 
disarm. America will not accept a serious and 
mounting threat to our country and our 
friends and our allies. The United States will 
ask the U.N. Security Council to convene on 
February the 5th to consider the facts of 
Iraq’s ongoing defiance of the world. Sec-
retary of State Powell will present informa-
tion and intelligence about Iraqi’s legal—
Iraq’s illegal weapons programs, its attempt 
to hide those weapons from inspectors, and 
its links to terrorist groups. 

We will consult. But let there be no mis-
understanding: If Saddam Hussein does not 
fully disarm, for the safety of our people and 
for the peace of the world, we will lead a 
coalition to disarm him. 

Tonight I have a message for the men and 
women who will keep the peace, members 
of the American Armed Forces: Many of you 
are assembling in or near the Middle East, 
and some crucial hours may lay ahead. In 
those hours, the success of our cause will de-
pend on you. Your training has prepared you. 
Your honor will guide you. You believe in 
America, and America believes in you. 

Sending Americans into battle is the most 
profound decision a President can make. The 
technologies of war have changed; the risks 
and suffering of war have not. For the brave 
Americans who bear the risk, no victory is 
free from sorrow. This Nation fights reluc-
tantly, because we know the cost and we 
dread the days of mourning that always 
come. 

We seek peace. We strive for peace. And 
sometimes peace must be defended. A future 
lived at the mercy of terrible threats is no 
peace at all. If war is forced upon us, we 
will fight in a just cause and by just means, 
sparing, in every way we can, the innocent. 
And if war is forced upon us, we will fight 
with the full force and might of the United 
States military, and we will prevail. 

And as we and our coalition partners are 
doing in Afghanistan, we will bring to the 
Iraqi people food and medicines and supplies 
and freedom. 

Many challenges, abroad and at home, 
have arrived in a single season. In 2 years, 
America has gone from a sense of invulner-
ability to an awareness of peril, from bitter 
division in small matters to calm unity in 
great causes. And we go forward with con-
fidence, because this call of history has come 
to the right country. 

Americans are a resolute people who have 
risen to every test of our time. Adversity has 
revealed the character of our country, to the 
world and to ourselves. America is a strong 
nation and honorable in the use of our 
strength. We exercise power without con-
quest, and we sacrifice for the liberty of 
strangers. 

Americans are a free people, who know 
that freedom is the right of every person and 
the future of every nation. The liberty we 
prize is not America’s gift to the world, it 
is God’s gift to humanity. 

We Americans have faith in ourselves, but 
not in ourselves alone. We do not know—
we do not claim to know all the ways of provi-
dence, yet we can trust in them, placing our 
confidence in the loving God behind all of 
life and all of history. 

May He guide us now. And may God con-
tinue to bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:01 p.m. in the 
House Chamber of the Capitol. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Message on the Observance of the 
Lunar New Year 
January 22, 2003

I send greetings to those celebrating the 
Lunar New Year, the Year of the Goat. 

The Lunar New Year has traditionally 
celebrated the rejuvenation of the earth and 
the start of the new farm season. Today, for 
many Asian Americans it represents a period 
of new beginnings and renewed hope. Dur-
ing this time, individuals around the world 
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reaffirm the value of friendship, celebrate 
family, and look forward to a hopeful future. 

As our Nation continues to welcome new 
opportunities and face new challenges, the 
Lunar New Year reflects our country’s ongo-
ing dedication to affirming the vitality of our 
traditions, strengthening our relationships 
with our neighbors, and building a peaceful, 
more prosperous future for all. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes 
for peace, health, and happiness in the New 
Year. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 29. An original 
was not available for verification of the content 
of this message.

Remarks in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
January 29, 2003

Thank you all. I’m anxious to get started. 
[Laughter] So I woke up this morning, and 
Laura said, ‘‘Where are you going?’’ I said, 
‘‘Grand Rapids, thankfully.’’ And she said, 
‘‘Home of a great American, Gerald Ford’’— 
and home to many great Americans. 

I want to thank you for your hospitality. 
She said, ‘‘I’ve got a suggestion for you, short-
en your speech.’’ [Laughter] I want to share 
some of my thoughts about that speech I 
gave last night. It’s important for me to come 
to parts of our country and explain why I 
said what I said, so that you and others 
around our country clearly understand some 
things about the country and the problems 
we face. First thing I want you to know is 
that there’s no doubt in my mind that we 
can accomplish our objectives, because we’re 
the finest nation, full of the greatest people 
on the face of this Earth. 

Thanks for coming. I also want to thank 
my friend Tommy Thompson, who is the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, for 
leaving a comfortable life and serving our 
Nation. You may remember, he was the Gov-
ernor of Wisconsin. Don’t hold it against him, 
here in Michigan. [Laughter] He’s a great 
Governor, and he’s a great Secretary of 
Health and Human Services. And I’m hon-
ored Tommy is serving with me. 

And I want to thank your Governor and 
attorney general and secretary of state for 
joining us today. I’m honored you all are 
here. Thanks for taking time out of your 
schedules to come and greet the President 
and hear what I have to say. 

I travel today from Washington with mem-
bers of the mighty Michigan congressional 
delegation: Your Congressman, Vern Ehlers; 
neighboring Congressman Peter Hoekstra; 
Dave Camp and Nick Smith, also of the con-
gressional delegation. I appreciate these 
Members traveling with me. I was honored 
to speak in their Chamber last night. I talked 
about things that matter to the future of this 
country. 

Today, before I came here, I had the 
honor of going to Spectrum Hospital, where 
I visited with docs and hospital administra-
tors and Medicare—folks on Medicare, peo-
ple who hurt, and heard their stories. I will 
share some of that with you, because I be-
lieve part of making sure that we’ve got a 
great country is we’ve got a great health care 
system that addresses the needs of all our 
citizens. 

Our biggest need at home, seems like to 
me, is to make sure that anybody who wants 
a job and can’t find one—and if they can’t 
find a job, we’ve got a problem. We’ve got 
to make sure this economy is as strong as 
it possibly can be. 

My philosophy is, the role of Government 
is not to create wealth but an environment 
in which the small-business owner can grow 
to be a big-business owner, in which the en-
trepreneur feels confident about the future, 
in which people are willing to take risk and 
invest, which will equal jobs. And that’s why 
I feel so strongly about making sure that peo-
ple get to keep more of their own money. 

We’ve come out of a recession. We’ve 
withstood terrorist attacks. We had some of 
our fellow citizens think they could fudge the 
books, and we’re routing them out and bring-
ing them to justice, because we believe in 
honesty in America. And our economy is still 
kind of nudging along, in spite of those set-
backs. But there’s more we need to do. 

When a fellow American has more money 
in his or her pocket, they’re more likely to 
demand a good or a service. And in the mar-
ketplace which we have in America, when 


